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from a Factive Knowledge Attribution View
FUKUTA Yuji
Traditionally, it has been thought that knowledge is a constant property. If so, when you say that someone 
knows something you would attribute a constant epistemological property to him. But our actual uses of the 
term ‘know’ don’t reflect this traditional account. Namely, our uses of ‘know’ seem to vary relative to a situation 
where we use it. Contextualists try to reflect this observation in semantics, while invariantists don’t admit such 
semantic changes. For several years, this controversy between contextualism and invariantism has been carried 
out in broad range of fields involving semantics, epistemology and even pragmatics. In this study, I will focus 
on problems of knowledge attributions. I will argue that a serious problem would arise for contextualists, in so 
far as what they address is a problem of factive knowledge attributions.
Keywords :  contextualism, invariantism, knowledge, knowledge attribution, semantics
